We had 157 people attend the celebration, which began at 9:30 a.m. with presentations from Kendall Lamkey, ISU professor of agronomy, discussing corn breeding; Palle Pedersen, ISU professor of agronomy, discussing soybean genetics and soybean diseases; and Joel DeJong, ISU area crops field specialist, discussing corn population studies. During the noon luncheon, a panel of leaders and researchers from earlier years discussed research and projects that were important during the 1950s and the accomplishments during the 50-year period. Several field demonstrations followed lunch featuring farm equipment typical of what was used on an Iowa farm then-moldboard plowing with a four bottom pull-type plow, planting with a two-row 40-in. wire check planter, and constructing terraces with a terrace plow.
Both 50-year celebrations were made possible by the hard work of many volunteers and by donations from sponsors throughout the ten counties that comprise the Northwest Iowa Experimental Association and with the help of Iowa State University Extension personnel.
